
Pastor spoke 
of treating 
family, friends 

and enemies 
alike, ac-
knowledging it 
is not an easy 
task. He spoke 
of the godly 
i n c l i n a t i o n 
seeded in each 
person and 
the command 
to love one an-

other irrespective of religion, culture, 
ethnicity and nationality as the di-
vine answer to the rifts that plague 
our world. òLove transforms enemies 
into friendsó said the pastor, òin or-
der for us to move forward as an is-
land, in order to succeed we must 
learn to love.ó  
He called on each to resist egotistic 
temptations, to not respond to provo-
cations and show grace both when 
holding the upper hand and when 
not. òIn order for us to move forward 
as an island we must love to forgive,ó 
said the pastor in his address. He 
spoke of the four Greek words defin-
ing aspects of love, emphasizing 
agape and the Christian interpreta-
tion that to love means to serve, that 
it implies action. The Christian call 
to love others as oneself, to not con-
demn and to forgive in order to be 
forgiven.  
Pastor Barry gave the final blessing 
and dismissal, after the Saba An-
them was sung in church  

This yearõs 
Saba Day Ecu-
menical Service 

was held at the 
Anglican Christ 
Church in The 
Bottom. Wilma 
E v e r y ,  l a y 
reader of the 
Anglican con-
g r e g a t i o n 
hosted the ser-
vice welcoming 
the officials and 
all those gathered. Joining the ecu-
menical service were Pastor Vernon 
Liburd of the Wesleyan Holiness 
Church, Reverend Father Danilo Pas-
tor of the Roman Catholic Church 
and Pastor Leroy Barry of the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church, who held the 
prayer for the island and its people. 
Patricia Lindzey was the first lector, 
with the gospel reading held by Fa-
ther Danilo Pastor.   
The homily was held by Pastor 
Vernon Liburd who gave an eloquent 
and passionate sermon on òagape,ó 
the Christian call to love both 
neighbor and enemies, to do good and 
pray for those who prosecute you as a 
divine command and the basis for in-
dividual and social healing. Pastor 
Liburd started by mentioning news-
paper captions and Jesusõ work of 
compassion and love towards those 
persecuted, his calling to be sympa-
thetic to those ostracized and the 
need to show them compassion as a 
divine call for human relations. The 
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The AIDS Support Group Saba 
Foundation (ASGS Foundation) 
with the support of the Saba Uni-
versity School of Medicine 
(SUSOM) hosted an International 
Volunteer Day event on the univer-
sity campus, Wednesday evening, 
December 5th.  The organizers set 
up festive dining tables in the old 
cafeteria and invited medical stu-
dents and faculty as well as com-
munity stakeholders for the eve-
ning event honoring community 
volunteers.  
The ASGS Foundation organized 
the event  to thank all those in our 
community who dedicate their 
time and efforts to help the organi-
zation implement its goals. We are 
especially proud to recognize the 
tremendous help 
provided by the SU-
SOM faculty, stu-
dents and admini-
stration. We recog-
nize all the medical 
professionals on the 
island, who work 
tirelessly to provide 
the professional care 
needed by our community.ó  
During the informal reception and 
the plentiful buffet some of the vol-
unteers were presented with spe-
cial awards. Medical students, 
Amanda Crossman, Kayla Rod-
dick, Ashley Wambolt, Mohamed 
Sharif and Shivesh Goberdhan 
were honored with appreciation 
certificates and gift cards for their 
outstanding dedication. The medi-
cal students are at the heart of im-

plementation of programs such as 
RESPECT, Girl Power and Real 
Men. They were also recognized for 
transforming the Saba Girls Run 
from an organically developed 

youth initiative into a formal club if 
not a local movement. SUSOM fac-
ulty Dr. Ramona Dumitrescu, who 
supervises the medical student vol-
unteers, was given a certificate of 
recognition on this occasion.  
A long -standing ASGS Foundation 
volunteer credited with starting the 
Real Men program, Bastiaan 
Janssens received a certificate as 
did Councilman Carl Buncamper 
who counsels the ASGS Founda-
tion on all its endeavors.  The 
founding member of the ASGS 
foundation, Rudolph Hassell was 
awarded for his leadership among 
of the Positive Voices group of peo-
ple living with HIV. Not present at 
the ceremony, were Commissioner 
Bruce Zagers, who was honored for 

his support for the 
cause throughout the 
years, and Suzanna 
van den Elshout who 
is involved in family 
centered HIV preven-
tion projects. Art 
teacher Stacey Sim-
mons with the Saba 
Comprehensive 

School was mentioned for her role 
in bringing awareness about HIV, 
lifestyle risk factors and identity 
issues within the school setting. 
Currently off island, the head of 
the Public Health department Dr. 
Gijs Koot was given the award in 
absentia.  
Honored as a leader among faith -
based organizations, Pastor Vernon 
Liburd was extended the certificate 
and will be awarded a gift card for 

his sustained open -minded effort to 
increase awareness about HIV and 
STI prevention within the commu-
nity.  
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during mass at Holy Trinity Church.  
An outspoken supporter of HIV/AIDS miti-
gation efforts, Pastor Vernon Liburd spoke 
extensively about the HIV/ AIDS pandemic 
in his sermon at the Wesleyan Holiness 
Church. He spoke broadly about various 

plagues in the private lives of individuals and 
the divine restoration of individuals who keep 
the faith throughout dark tribulations. òAIDS 
has altered our lives, the lives of many people 
across the world, installing a sense of hope-
lessness, of despair and loneliness that robs us 

of our peace of mind, our joy. In spite 
of this, there is still hope ó Liburd 
said. He shared the personal story of a 

friend whose life had been cut short 
because of AIDS. The story promoting 
honest communication and regular 
testing involved a medical professional. 
The friend had been infected by her 

partner whom she intended to marry. The man 
disappeared without informing her of his HIV -
status and as a result the woman died un-
aware about her status in time to prevent the 
serious deterioration of her health.  
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Various religious leaders marked World 
AIDS Day, December 1st in their weekend 
services. This yearõs ASGS television HIV 
awareness program prominently featured 
the role of the church and faith -based organiza-
tions in HIV prevention efforts. The ASGS foun-
dation is seeking closer cooperation with faith -
based organizations, including the Catholic sis-
ters of the Living Water Community, in promoting 
abstinence, strong family values and 
monogamous relationships. This work 
is seen as complementary and just as 

important as the pro -condom use and 
multimedia campaigns.  
Working together with religious or-
ganizations, the foundation intends to 
implement programs centered on the 
role of parents and the extended fam-
ily in HIV/STI prevention.  
At the suggestion of Anglican community leader 
Sydney Sorton, visiting Reverend Iraad Hodge 
spoke about the importance of World AIDS Day 

Joost de Jong. The two hosts are local 
LGBT group leaders, having organized 
the first local Pink Orange LGBT soirée 
on November 30. The private event made 
possible through funding of COC Neder-
land was meant to allow those not yet 
open about their lifestyle to join the 
group without feeling pressured.  
The historic moment received unprece-
dented international media coverage for 
the island and led to discussions on the 

potential benefit of incorporating this aspect 
into the islandõs tourism attracting strategy. 
The same -sex marriage also triggered public de-
bates within the community over the religious 

connotations of the civil union. These concerns 
were eloquently addressed in a profoundly 
touching eulogy on divine love delivered by Pas-
tor Liburd during the Saba Day Ecumenical 
Service.  
On December 17th a second same -sex union 
took place on Saba with notably decreased in-
terest as the community found the wisdom to 
look forward and appreciate the lives of its 
LGBT members, who live in stable monogamous 
relationships and contribute to the civic life of 
the island.  
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Saba is the first island of the former 
Netherlands Antilles to facilitate same -sex 
weddings. In December the Census Office 
in Saba registered its first same -sex un-
ion between two visiting Aruban residents 
Cedeno Xiomar Gonzalez (26) and Vene-
zuelan Israel Ernesto Ruiz Pinto (27). The 
civil ceremony officiated in the courtroom 
of the Government Building is the very 
first of its kind in the region. Island Councilman Carl 
Buncamper and his partner Rudolph Hassell were 
the chosen witnesses for the wedding, but due to 

other commitments Tourism Director Glenn Holm 
replaced Buncamper for the special ceremony. Gon-
zales is an LGBT group youth leader working within 
the regional Pink Orange Alliance.  AIDS Support 
Group Saba Foundation is a member of the Dutch 
Caribbean Pink Orange Alliance  and Gonzales met 
Buncamper at a regional symposium. Buncamper 
counseled the young couple, inviting them to initiate 
contact with officials on Saba and organize their 
wedding and honeymoon here.  
The wedded couple honeymooned at El Momo Cot-
tages, hosted by Dirkjan Jansen and his partner 


