
Every Year the ASGS 

launches a  new aware-

ness and prevention cam-

paign during the Saba 

Summer Festival. Last 

year’s campaign “Know 

you Status - Get Tested” 

was very successful and 

the slogan will remain 

with the organization as 

an ongoing effort in vol-

untary  HIV testing. 

Of course every year the 

organization sets its goals 

a little bit higher. This 

year’s campaign “think b4 

SEX” will not only pro-

vide free condoms 

throught out carnival, at 

the village and the pa-

rades, but also the ASGS 

decided to give this cam-

paign more visibility 

through a poster series, 

tackling the various target 

groups.  

This year the ASGS truck 

will again lead the pa-

rades on both days and 

will give out candy for the 

kids and adults. Our 

“adult candy” is very col-

orful and flavorful this 

year! 

For a taste ahead stop by 

the office from Monday 

to Friday from 8 am to 4 

pm. Accompany your 

candy with some flavored 

or warming lubricant. Of 

course normal lubricant or 

body glide  is also avail-

able.  

Support our slogan at this 

years Saba Summer Festi-

val, think b4 Sex and be 

safe! 

New Campaign launching during 
the Saba Summer Festival 2010  
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The International AIDS Con-

ference is the premier gathering 

for those working in the field of 

HIV, as well as policy makers, 

persons living with HIV and 

other individuals committed to 

ending the pandemic. It is a 

chance to assess where we are, 

evaluate recent scientific devel-

opments and lessons learnt, and 

collectively chart a course forward. 

Given the 2010 deadline for universal access set by world 

leaders, AIDS 2010 will coincide with a major push for ex-

panded access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. 

With a global economic crisis threatening to undermine pub-

lic investments, the conference will help keep HIV on the 

front burner, and is a chance to demonstrate the importance of 

continued HIV investments to broader health and develop-

ment goals.  

AIDS 2010 is also an opportunity to highlight the critical con-

nection between human rights and HIV; a dialogue begun in 

earnest in Mexico City in 2008. The selection of the AIDS 

2010 host city is a reflection of the central role Vienna has 

played in bridging Eastern and Western Europe, and will al-

low for an examination of the epidemic’s impact in Eastern 

Europe. 

The AIDS 2010 program will present new scientific knowl-

edge and offer many opportunities for structured dialogue on 

the major issues facing the global response to HIV. A variety 

of session types – from abstract-driven presentations to sym-

posia, bridging sessions and plenaries – will meet the needs of 

various participants.  

Other related activities, including the Global Village, satellite 

meetings, exhibitions and affiliated events, will contribute to 

an exceptional opportunity for professional development and 

networking. Following the success of the pilot program at 

AIDS 2008, the XVIII Inter-

national AIDS Conference 

will provide or facilitate hubs 

(centers) where selected ses-

sions of the conference will 

be screened, to increase the 

access to the conference pro-

gram.  

cient drugs available it triggers misuse of psychiatric drugs 

and creates unforeseen side effects and damage. Now a large 

population of PLWHIV are faced with uncertainty how their 

medication will affect their aging process and how age related 

illnesses can/should be treated.  

Of the over 1 billion youth (ages 15-

24) worldwide, some 10 million are 

living with HIV. Every day, an esti-

mated 6,000 youth are infected with 

the virus.  This is a serious threat to 

the next generation and can effect 

economies due to the lack of produc-

tivity, especially if there is no access 

to treatment or if treatment does not 

want to be accessed.  

A delegation of three will represent Saba at the International 

AIDS Conference in Vienna, Austria.  Two delegates are 

funded through PAHO (Pan American Health Organization) 

representing a PLWHIV (person living with HIV) and a MOH 

(Ministry of Health) official. As Saba does not have a minis-

try of health as yet the national AIDS coordinator is taking on 

this responsibility.  

The AIDS Support Group will be represented by the program 

coordinator. The main focus of the delegation is HIV and ag-

ing and youth.   

Geriatric (Aging) Medicine is facing a lack of specialist and 

physicians are not prepared to serve an aging population, 

meeting its needs and having enough resources available to 

provide support in daily issues. Seeing that there are not effi-
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Saba’s Delegation at the International AIDS Conference 

Parliament Building—Vienna 

Conference Profile 

Castle Schönbrunn—Vienna 

NEWSLETTER #2 /  2010 



APR -  JUN 2010 Page 3 

The AIDS Support Group Saba started a multimedia library with books, information material, PowerPoint presentations and DVDs all 

around HIV,  sexuality and health. Everyone can borrow materials from our library for free, just bring your ID. For a list of our inven-

tory please send a email to info@aidssupportgroupsaba.org. Here are some items you  might find interesting: 

 

Books - Health: 

 

The fifth edition of New Dimensions in Women’s Health presents a practical approach to understand-

ing the health of all woman inclusive of race, ethnicity, socioeconomics status, culture, and sexual orientation. 

Objective and data-driven, the fifth edition provides solid guidance for woman to optimize their well being and 

prevent illness and impairment. Each chapter comprehensively reviews an important dimensions of woman’s 

general health and examines the contributing epidemiological, historical, psychosocial, cultural, ethical, legal,  

political and economic influences.  

 

For the thousands of people determined each day to stay healthy with HIV and AIDS,  Nutrition 

and HIV offers timely guidance in taking control of one’s own health through better nutrition.  

 

Books - Memoirs / True Stories: 

 

 Bert only wanted to be as successful as he could be. He could not change his past; he could not change how people 

judged him or the circumstances surrounding him. The only thing he could do is play the card he had been dealt.  After 

growing up in a very unstable family that was hostile and abusing, after everyone gave up on him, he decided not to 

give up on himself, despite the situations he may have gotten himself caught up in. He had the American Dream to 

have a wife, the house and the kids, but he did not know what his sexual encounters would make him become.  

 

 

DVD: 

Silence Ain’t Sexy is an entertaining and educational film that speaks honestly about the 

sexual choices that youth face and the consequences of these decisions - including pregnancy, infec-

tion, and emotional hardships. Through the stories of youth from diverse backgrounds, we also 

learn that sex can be a positive and meaningful experience.  

Available now for the whole community: The ASGS Media Library! 
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testing units will be at stadiums and other 

places fans gather. 

Soccer superstar David Beckham will 

spread the message that more men need 

to support their partners in getting treat-

ment for HIV/AIDS. Beckham has met 

with HIV-positive South African preg-

nant woman and new mothers in his role 

as a UNICEF goodwill ambassador. 

Miriam Mhazo, an official with the Inde-

pendent Society for Family Health, said 

South Africans are “very celebrity con-

scious.” “You use celebrities to talk about 

important issues, and people stop and 

listen,” she said. 

Another celebrity, U2’s Bono, is working 

with Nike and other major retails to sell 

June 11, 2010: Organizations, celebrities, 

and activists plan to use the World Cup in 

South Africa to help spread the message 

of HIV prevention. Activities will include 

testing at stadium parking lots, giving out 

condoms, and raising awareness about 

safe sex. 

South Africa has an estimated 5.7 million 

HIV-infected people, more than any other 

country. Last year, the government 

vowed to cut new infections by half and 

improve access to AIDS drugs. 

The South African private organization 

Right to Care plans to sell red vuvuzelas 

— plastic horns fans blow at the games 

— with the message “make noise for 

HIV.” The proceeds will be used to fund  

AIDS treatment for the poor. The group’s 

(RED) projects T-shirts and shoes, with 

the proceeds going to AIDS and other 

global health projects. 

The World Cup organization has founded 

Football for Hope enters to give school-

children sex education and AIDS preven-

tion messages. A UN-sponsored song 

addressing AIDS hungers and poverty, 

performed by African stars, will be fea-

tured at the tournament. And free con-

doms supplied by the government will be 

offered at hotels catering to fans. 

Malaria also is on the World Cup’s health 

agenda. Halftime videos will promote 

malaria prevention and seek donations to 

fight the disease, which kills 1 million 

people annually. 

Adapted from Associated Press 

South Africa: AIDS Activists Use World Cup to Spread Their 
Message 

not remember what they did afterward. 

Jason Warriner, the trust’s clinical doctor 

, said, “We are urging people to take con-

doms with them — have fun but look 

after yourself.” 

Earlier this year, the United Kingdom 

gave South Africa money to buy con-

doms as the nation prepared for the 

World Cup and the influx of some 

450,000 international visitors. 

The UK’s All Party Parliamentary Group 

on AIDS, HIVsport, which works to raise 

awareness of sexual health during sport-

ing events, and the Foreign Office have 

June 9, 2010: British charities concerned 

with sexual health are warning English 

fans attending the World Cup in South 

Africa about risky sexual behavior. 

According to Avert, an AIDS charity 

based in Horsham, West Sussex, an esti-

mated 5.7 million people were living with 

HIV and AIDS in South Africa in 2009 

— more then in any other country.  

In addition, the London-based Terrence 

Higgins Trust, another charity, surveyed 

454 British 18– to 34-years-old and found 

that one in ten admitted drinking so much 

alcohol at sporting events that they could 

launched a website called “Keep a Clean 

Sheet.” It warns that large sporting events 

often lead to a rise in STD cases. 

There are fears that prostitution, which is 

illegal in South Africa, will increase dur-

ing the World Cup, with sex workers 

coming to the country from elsewhere in 

the world. 

A member of the women’s sector of 

South African National AIDS Council, 

Marlise Richter, dismissed those fears, 

citing advance work to promote safe sex. 

Adapted from: BBC News 

AIDS and HIV Warning to South Africa World Cup Fans 

Page 4 NEWSLETTER #2 /  2010 


