
March 27th Windward-

side: The annual Open 

House event  took place on 

Saturday afternoon on the 

grounds of the AIDS Sup-

port Group Saba Founda-

tion (ASGS) office and the 

Eugenius Johnson Center. 

About 150 people made 

use of the opportunity to  

seek information, socialize 

and enjoy the afternoon. 

The organization is happy 

to report that  many of the 

visitors participated in this 

year’s community survey 

and therefore one helped 

the ASGS to reach its goal 

of completing 500 surveys 

over a shorter period. The 

surveys will be sent to a 

university in the USA for 

analysis.  

In addition the kids had lots 

of fun with the jumping 

castle provided for the day 

by Mr. Steve Hughes.  

The healthy snacks like 

fruit salad, oven baked 

chicken, green salad, tuna 

salad, to name just a few, 

were well received and all 

gone by the end of the 

event. 

An educational short film 

suitable for all age groups 

was presented at the office 

in various timeslots. 

The organization would 

like to take the opportunity 

to thank SATEL NV for 

their generous donation 

towards the island friendly 

bags, which were a big 

success and handed out 

during the event. 

Last, but not least, a big 

thanks to all the volunteers, 

Lions and helpers who 

donated their time to make 

this event possible.  

ASGS Open House 2010 
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ing down active replication, 

minocycline is another arm 

of defense against the vi-

rus,” she added. 

Clements said minocycline 

targets immune cells 

known as T cells and 

makes it harder for them to 

reproduce. That, in turn, 

makes it harder for HIV to 

spread and eventually cause 

AIDS. 

“This drug strikes a good 

balance and is ideal for 

HIV because it targets very 

specific aspects of immune 

activation,” George Szeto, 

a graduate student who 

works at the Retrovirus 

Laboratory at Hopkins, said 

in the news release.  

The study’s findings have 

been released online in 

advance of publication in 

the April 15 print issue of 

the Journal of Infectious 

Diseases.  

March 19 (HealthDay News) 

—  A cheap acne drug that’s 

been used for decades ap-

pears to target infected im-

mune-system cells in which 

HIV lies dormant before 

coming back to life and 

spreading infection research-

ers have found.  

The authors of a new study 

say the antibiotic drug, mi-

nocycline, sold under names 

such as Minocin, could add 

to the HIV-fighting powers 

of existing AIDS drug re-

gimes.  

“The big challenge clinicians 

deal with now when treating 

HIV patients is keeping the 

virus locked in a dormant 

state,” Janice Clements, pro-

fessor of molecular and 

comparative pathobiology at 

the Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity School of Medicine 

(USA), said in a news re-

lease. While existing drugs 

are “really effective in keep-

Study Suggests Minocycline May 
have Future Role in HIV Treatment 

Members of the Saba Lions Foundation and 

Social Workplace Saba helping in the kitchen. 

Kids having fun with the jumping castle, 

while Adam is filming for the ASGS. 

Participants of the Open House event watch-

ing the educational movie shown in the office. 
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Scarleteen is owned and operated by Heather Corinna and a handful of international volun-

teers, some who are young adults themselves, and currently serves 20,000 - 30,000 teens 

and young adults, as well as parents and educators, every day of the year. While some 

adults also use Scarleteen to glean sexuality information for themselves, Scarleteen is com-

piled and written for a young adult population, primarily based in the information that 

population directly asks Scarleteen for, and much of the information is more appropriate 

for teens and young adults than for older adults. . www.scarleteen.com 

 

AVERT’s Community Programme supports and builds partnerships with local organizations who are 

working to directly avert the spread of HIV & AIDS, and to improve the treatment, care and support of 

people infected with, or affected by HIV/AIDS. AVERT’s current HIV & AIDS projects & partnerships 

are taking place in southern Africa, particularly in areas where there are extremely high rates of HIV infec-

tion. AVERT also provides a wide range of information to educate people about HIV/AIDS across the 

world. 

previously believed and are likely to 

cause a new wave of drug resistance in 

coming years. 

“This isn’t just about San Francisco. It’s 

basically about many other communities 

in resource-rich countries and has signifi-

cant implications for global health; San 

Francisco is like the canary in the mine. 

In fact, the most significant implications 

of our work are for countries where treat-

ment is just being rolled out,” study sen-

ior author Sally Blower, director of the 

Center for Biomedical Modeling and a 

member of the AIDS institute of the Uni-

THURSDAY, Jan . 14 (HealthDay News) 

— Strains of drug-resistant HIV that will 

emerge in San Francisco within the next 

five years could pose a serious threat to 

efforts to control the HIV pandemic, ac-

cording to U.S. researchers.  

The researchers developed a mathemati-

cal model that tracks the transmission of 

multiple strains of HIV, the virus that 

causes AIDS. The model showed that 

many drug-resistant strains of HIV that 

have evolved over the past 10 years in 

San Francisco are much more easily 

transmitted from person to person than 

versity of California, Los Angeles, said in 

a university news release.  

“What is very unsettling is that our mod-

eling shows that the current strategy for 

HIV elimination that is being proposed 

by the World Health Organization could 

inadvertently make things worse and 

significantly increase levels of drug resis-

tance in many African countries,” Blower 

said. 

The study findings are published in the 

Jan. 14 online edition of the journal Sci-

ence.  

Evolving Strains of HIV May Cause Wave of Drug Resistance 



AIDS Support Group Saba (ASGS) - The first years! 
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on the island? 

Well my friend went to Curacao because 

he got ill and of course before he even 

returned to the island everybody knew. 

About his illness.  This friend had strug-

gled his whole life with the very early 

death of his mother.  He was a heavy 

drinker and on drugs towards the end. Of 

course that did not help his condition 

when you  have AIDS.  

 

I personally don’t think the AZT (first 

HIV medication) they gave him was ef-

fective either. Also the regime was crazy. 

You had to take the pills every 4-6 hours 

also at night. So really you had to get up 

in the middle of the night to take your 

pills. But I think the pills made it worst. 

That’s why I chose not to take them. 

 When the meds were first prescribed to 

me I got expired AZT and when I brought 

them back, the very same were handed to 

me in a zip lock back 

instead. My friend died 

on September 26th, 1992. 

How did the treatment 

work in these days? 

There was no stock of 

HIV medication on the 

island, so that was a real 

problem. Often we had to help each other 

out with our medication because we had 

to wait until it would come from St. 

Maarten.  

Your life partner died in 1992 on Saba. 

How did the family and community 

deal with this first know death related 

to HIV? 

The family was very caring. When he got 

ill his mother always would take care of 

him as long I was at work. Towards the 

end I would stay there every minute I 

could. His “friends” never visited. That 

was very disappointing. He was very 

good to everybody and would do any-

thing for a friend. I guess in situations 

like that you really know who your real 

friends are.  

This year the ASGS celebrates its 20 

year anniversary. I am aware that you 

have been involved with the ASGS 

since the beginning. Can you tell how 

and why the ASGS was founded? 

The Support Group started in 1990 after a 

friend of mine was diagnosed  HIV posi-

tive in 1989. He was the first known case 

on the island.  As nobody was really 

helping him, Debbie Hassell, Mieke van 

Schadewijk and myself started a support 

group for HIV positive people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everybody was scared and the level of 

discrimination and stigma was extremely 

high.  That’s when we started to make 

efforts to educate and to bring speakers in 

from outside to inform the community 

and to provide counseling for those who 

were infected or effected by HIV. 

What activities did the ASGS organize 

at the very beginning of its existence 

and what services were offered? 

Well as I mentioned we support those 

infected by the disease and educated  

ourselves through workshop etc. Eventu-

ally we handed out  informational pam-

phlets pertaining to HIV and AIDS.  

 

 

Continuing on the next page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I interviewed Rudolph Hassell, one of the 

founding members of the AIDS Support 

Group Saba Foundation some 20 years 

ago, and still an active Board Member  of 

the ASGS today. He told what he remem-

bers of the beginning and  some of his 

personal experiences. 

 

What is your story? When were you 

diagnosed and how did that effect you? 

I was diagnosed  in the summer of 1990 

after my life partner at the time had tested 

positive for HIV some time prior. I was 

26 years old at the time. I tested HIV 

negative twice  but the third time I tested 

HIV positive.   

At the time Saba was even more isolated 

than today, so we did not know anything 

about AIDS and HIV especially in the 

early eighties so we did not think that we 

had to protect our-

selves. 

The fist years were 

terrible. I am used to 

being discriminated 

against. I grew up in 

Curacao in a very racial 

area so from a child on 

I've been discriminated. 

At first because I was white, and later 

because I was gay, and then because I 

had HIV.  

Of course I lost my job, people would not 

give me a ride and I was even not al-

lowed in a particular restaurant. Even 

mattresses were burned in that time be-

cause a HIV positive person had slept on 

it.   

What happened to your friend, the one 

that was the  1st HIV positive diagnosis 
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“I got expired AZT (first HIV 

medication). When I brought them 

back the very same were handed to 

me in a zip lock” 

AIDS Support Group Saba Board Meeting in 2007 

ASGS booth at Saba Day in 1990. The 

slogan of the first T-Shirts: “Billy don’t 

be silly, but a condom on your Willy.” 
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As a child he always rebelled at restrictions, and loved to socialize. 

We seldom saw him home, as he was with his friends. 

I remember the times he used the leaves (Chinny Leaves) to slide down the road above the house. 

He was always the one, you could get along with, open to the fun of childhood. 

As an adult he was often times the life of the party. 

We were reunited in 1991. I felt so much joy to be around him.  

Unconditional love is what he gave, I recall him getting a laugh out of my son who wanted to 
buckle the seat belt,  

and Tony explaining how it was not done here. 

How about recycling? Jordan ask, which Tony Thought was even funnier. 

That did not exist he explained patiently. 

One night during carnival I remember seeing him …… hands in the air, joyful expression …  

dancing, and I thought, what fun, he looks so happy. 

I would never have believed that from July until March of next year,  

would be the only time I would have to spend with him. 

His life was over to soon for me, but I will always be grateful for the times we had, 

The laughter we shared, and his ability to embrace those around him. 

Gone …… but never forgotten Tony. 

You are the Spark that lights the Flame 

For the Lessons to continue. 

Sandra Johnson  (Sister) 

In Memoriam    In Memoriam    In Memoriam    In Memoriam        

Martin Anton “Tony” Johnson  † 1959 Martin Anton “Tony” Johnson  † 1959 Martin Anton “Tony” Johnson  † 1959 Martin Anton “Tony” Johnson  † 1959 ----    1992199219921992    

Simply put …. To continue the work they 

do. I would like to see the educational 

programs for both our  young people and 

the older population expand, as they are 

all at risk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a booth at Saba Day with infor-

mation and free condoms. We brought in 

guest speakers, like Sister Capell from 

Curacao, to give workshops and educate 

the community.  

How did the ASGS operate, and from 

were? 

Debbie Hassell and Mieke van 

Schadewijk would operate from there 

home after which it was operated in mine 

and Carl’s house. It wasn’t until 2007 that 

the ASGS had an official office. 

What are your hopes for the ASGS for 

the future?  

I  am hopeful that our programs at school 

like Girl Power and RESPECT will be 

integrated in the new curriculum of the 

Saba High School and therefore continue 

to provide the necessary preventative 

education that is continuously needed. I 

would also like to see more local volun-

teers offer their time! 

 
CRN+ (Caribbean Regional Network of 

Positive People) Workshop. 


