
reaching teens with hon-

esty and humor,” and 
the tolerance teaching 
documentary “Bullied.” A 

series of shorter films on 
the loop dealt with re-
lated aspects of abusive 

relationships, harass-
ment, role models, peer 

pressure and cyber bul-
lying skits.  The founda-

tion’s posters and 

slideshows on the 
Saban youth pro-
grams were featured 

with a background 
jingle “proud of who 

I am”, wrote and 
sang by Saban 
youth. The organiza-

tion insured in-
creased visibility of its 

awareness messages 
though posters distrib-
uted throughout the 

community. 
The highlights of the 
campaign were short-

films developed by and 
with the youth of Saba. 

In one of the awareness 
raising video-skits, 

Saba’s young XP Band singer 

Brandon Caines stars together 
with Bodna Guerrier. 
  (→) 

The AIDS Support Group 

Saba Foundation rolled 
out an informational 
multi-media campaign in 

conjunction with the 
2012 Saba Summer Fes-
tival in July.  

Every year the foundation 
engages in awareness 

and prevention efforts on 
HIV and other sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

This year the organi-
zation covered the 
costs for the official 

T-shirts of the Saba 
Summer Festival. On 

the back of the T-
shirts in addition to 
the foundation’s 

motto, “creating an 
epidemic of health”, a 

funny drawing of a Billy-
goat adjoined the mes-
sage “Hey Billy, Don’t be 

silly, Put a rubber on 
your Willy!”  
The ASGS Foundation 

launched a non-stop, two
-week long television 

campaign loop on the lo-
cal station, prior and 
during the Saba carnival festivi-

ties. The televised loop featured 
the informational film “Laughing 

and Learning about HIV/AIDS – 

Safe Fun Summer Festival Awareness CampaignSafe Fun Summer Festival Awareness Campaign  
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The young actors play the part of 
a dating couple ignor-
ing the presence of 

awareness posters in 
the community, and 

the availability of free 
condoms made avail-
able by the founda-

tion. In a funny-twist, 
the youth came up with the idea 

to have the male protagonist 
scream at the urinal with the 
striking caption “mistakes burn.” 

The video is part of 
campaign materials, 
under the slogan 

“Think b4 sex.” An-
other infomercial de-

veloped by the Saban 
youth has one 
“teenage dad” and his 

cute but pestering son walk into 
a store, with the little one de-
manding candy and aggravating 

the young cash-strapped 
parent. The idea of the 

commercial is to raise 
awareness about the re-
sponsibilities and burdens 

of parenthood which teenagers 
may not be ready to handle.  

The ASGS Foundation also organ-
ized a carnival 
parade float 

manned by vol-

unteers who distributed beads 

with condoms, funny condom 
metal cases encour-
aging adults to “wear 

your rubbers,” can-
dies for children, wa-
ter bottles for all and 

key chains with en-
closed condoms and 

g-rated messages. 
Everyone from the very young to 
the very old received plenty of 

carnival beads. The ASGS truck 
led the Carnival parade on each 

occasions reaching 

the “freed-up” crowd 
before the “jungle 

juice.” 
Throughout the week-
long festivities volun-

teers Bastiaan 
Janssens, Flavius 

Stan and Otto Manuel Anderez 
distributed free condoms in 
pouches with informational mate-

rials, as well as the popu-
lar beads during the 
evening shows at the 

Carnival Village in The 
Bottom.  Other evening party es-

tablishments where the founda-
tion installed condom vending 
machines were restocked in ex-

pectation of in-
creased demand.  

  



islands. The emphasis was the need for 

psychosocial support services for people 
living with HIV and vulnerable popula-
tions. The participants were trained on 

the Human Rights Based Approach, on 
Integrated Health and Systemic 
Thinking in the context of so-

cial, cultural and structural 
barriers. They underwent an 

immersion in the person-
centered counseling they are to 
provide with an empathic un-

conditional positive regard for 
those that will utilize the service.  
Alex Vega, MSW, MSc. PhD candidate in 

Psychology from the New Mexico State 
University (USA) was one of the facilita-

tors of the training. He special-
izes in Family-Centered Prac-
tice having worked in the field 

of HIV/STI prevention and sex-
ual health promotion within the 

Washington office of the PAHO/
World Health Organization. The 
other facilitator was Claudette 

Francis, a PAHO Caribbean office con-
sultant on people living with HIV/AIDS 
and most at risk populations. She works 

with the Caribbean Epidemiology Center 
(CAREC), with the USAID 

funded AIDS Communication 
and Technical Services Project, 
with UNDP, the CARICOM/

PANCAP and the Caribbean 
Coalition of National AIDS Pro-

gram Coordinators (CCNAPC) 
among others.  

The E-Counseling service was unveiled 

on this occasion and it is expected to be-
come a reality available to the 
Saba community by the end of 

the year.  
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Peer EPeer E--Counseling Training for Six Caribbean TerritoriesCounseling Training for Six Caribbean Territories  

Between July 6th and 8th, the represen-

tatives of all the Dutch and British Over-
seas Countries and Territories attended 
the Peer Counseling Training and 

Launch of the E-Counseling Services 
held in Curacao. ASGS Foun-
dation Secretary Rudolph Has-

sell and Saba’s HIV/AIDS Fo-
cal Point Carl Buncamper at-

tended the training in view of 
implementing the confidential 
E-Counseling Services on 

Saba. The Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) hosted the 
event funded by the European Union 

through the project “Strengthening the 
Integration of British and Dutch Over-

seas Caribbean Territories in 
the Regional Response to HIV/
AIDS within the Pan Carib-

bean Partnership (PANCAP) 
Framework.  

The objectives of the training 
were to build capacity for Peer 
Counselors to strengthen and 

enrich their existing skill set to better 
respond to the psychosocial needs of 
persons living with HIV/AIDS and per-

sons of different sexual and gender iden-
tities and behaviors (LGBTI, 

NGI-MSM). It also sought to 
identify existing strengths, gaps 
and resources of the Peer 

Counselors’ Network. They 
worked on assessing what the 

territories needed to provide 
support and empower the com-
munity, by inspiring and engaging it in 

the sustainable promotion of sexual 
health and an integral wellness 
program. The meeting resulted 

in a drafted Peer Counseling 
Plan for the six participating 
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There was a large 

turnout on August 
2nd when the 
Saba University 

School of Medi-
cine’s (SUSOM) 
Women Medical 

Student Associa-
tion (WMSA) and 

the Saba Compre-
hensive School 
youth organized 

the first “Color 
Run” on the is-
land, a fun com-

munity event 
opened to all.  The 

AIDS Support 
Group Saba Foun-
dation supported 

with cases of water 
bottles for all the 

participants.  
It was less about 
speed and more 

about family and 
friends sharing 
“crazy color fun.” 

To be as inclusive 
as possible the 

students men-
tioned that “no 
running experience 

is required and 
participants may 

even walk if they 
wish.” The race 

started with a big 

burst of colors at 
the main gate of 
the SUSOM cam-

pus and went all 
around The Bot-
tom ending up at 

the popular hang-

out spot The Saba 

C o f f e e h o u s e . 
Throughout the 
race the partici-

pants were “blitzed 
with color,” burst 

of rainbow colored 
non-toxic powder 
purchased by the 

organizers for the 
event and many 
volunteers at vari-

ous stops splashed 
the runners with 

water squirting 
toys.  
The event was de-

signed as a youth 
and family oriented 

fundraiser with a 
$10 entry in the 

competition or $20 

for entry with cus-
tom-made T-shirt. 
The fee for a whole 

family was $15. 
The participants 
wore specially is-

sued white T-shirts 
with the Saba flag 

which by the end 
of the competition 
were fully blitz-

dyed in all colors.  
The run finished 
at the Saba 

Coffeehouse in the 
heart of The Bot-

tom where a music 
band of students 
played live music 

during the event 
and into the eve-

ning. The owners 
of the establish-
ment prepared 

special smoothies, 
muffins and all 
other pastries ap-

propriately colored 
for the event. The 

healthy fun ignited 
much interest and 
curiosity in many 

and is likely to 
lead to other such 

events in the near 
future.  
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dation was visibly 

present at the joint 
conference booth se-
cured by the Pan 

Caribbean Partner-
ship against HIV/
AIDS (PANCAP). Be-

cause of material 
transportation chal-

lenges experienced 
by the PANCAP Co-
ordinating Unit of 

the CARICOM Se-
cretariat, many of 
the materials sent to 

the world event by 
Caribbean islands 

were delayed. Our 
delegates carried the 
materials and as a 

result  received 
much of the booth 

space.  
In addition to fliers 
about the organiza-

tion and its pro-
grams on Saba, our 
posters highlighted 

the public aware-
ness campaigns we 

implement.  (→) 

The The XIX Inter-

national AIDS Con-
ference was held 
this year on July 22 

through 27 in 
Washington, DC, 
U.S.A.  

Under the theme 
“Turning the Tide 

Together”, more 
than 23,000 dele-
gates from over 195 

countries gathered 
for this  premier in-
ternational gather-

ing for all those 
across the world 

working in the field 
of HIV.  
The conference 

brought together 
grassroots, national 

and international 
policy makers, per-
sons living with HIV 

and other individu-
als committed to 
ending the pan-

demic. This confer-
ence is a unique 

chance to assess 
where we are on 
Saba compared with 

developments in 

other countries, to 
evaluate recent sci-
e n t i f i c  b r e a k -

throughs that may 
have a direct impact 
on the services and 

care provided to 
HIV+ people on 

Saba. It is a rare 
chance to connect 
with all the interna-

tional and regional 
funding and re-
sponse implement-

ing organizations. 
Most importantly it 

is an opportunity to 
learn from the les-
sons learnt by or-

ganizations in other 
countries. While 

Saba is a small ter-
ritory for such a big 
conference being a 

part of the group of 
people collectively 
charting the course 

forward in the pan-
demic response ef-

fort is a privilege.  
The AIDS Support 
Group Saba Foun-
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HIV response Focal Point Planning Meeting HIV response Focal Point Planning Meeting   

The Pan American Health Or-

ganization’s (PAHO) Caribbean 
HIV Office hosted a two-day 
regional focal point planning 

meeting at the Public Health 
Department in Phillipsburg, 
St. Maarten on August 6-7. 

This was part of the reporting 
mechanism for the European 

Commission funded project ti-
tled “Strengthening the Inte-
gration of the British and 

Dutch Overseas Territories in 
the Regional Response to HIV/
AIDS within the Pan Carib-

bean Partnership Against HIV/ 
AIDS (PANCAP) Framework.” 

All participating territories are 
in the process of enhancing 
HIV prevention efforts, to ex-

pand access to care and sup-
port for patients with HIV. 

Each participating implement-
ing agency seeks to also 
strengthen the human rights 

of HIV-positive persons in re-
ducing stigma and discrimina-
tion. The broad goal is to cre-

ate a comprehensive HIV/ 

AIDS among the participating 

territories and the wider Car-
ibbean region. The agreement 
foresees an end to the finan-

cial assistance by July 2014, 
when all participating territo-
ries are to have reached their 

achievement indicators and 
should have become self sus-

tainable in their HIV re-
sponse. 
The objective of the meeting 

was to review past work-plans 
of each of the participating 
territories and to analyze im-

plementation achievements 
with the aim of reaching sus-

tainability. The meeting was 
designed to provide technical 
support to the Focal Point 

representatives in developing 
work-plans to ensure that 

these are aligned to the ex-
pected results. This structure 
involves 11 voting members 

from the territories as well as 
steering committees in every 
territory providing policy di-

rection and annual reviews.  

(↑) From left standing in 

front of the St. Maarten 

Public Health Depart-

ment building, Marje 
Troost (St Maarten), 

Wayne Hunt

(Montserrat), Carl Bun-

camper (Saba), Dr. 

Christian Morales 

(PAHO – Venezuela Of-
fice), Marvin Grant 

(British Virgin Islands), 

Alcira Jansen (Bonaire), 

, Laura Whitefield 

(Cayman Islands), 
Shanna Mercera (St. 

Eustatius), Teodor Stan 

(Saba), Dr. Gerarda Ei-

jkemans (PAHO), Maeza 

Adams (Anguilla), 

Donna-Lisa Peña PAHO) 

11-member delega-

tion led by Prime 
Minister Sarah Wes-
cot-Williams and 

Suzette Moses-
Burton was among 
the few Caribbean 

delegations whose 
poster was accepted. 

A screen at the 

booth played the 
ASGS documentary 
“HIV/AIDS on Saba 

– Global problem – 
loca l  so lut ion” 
which showcases 

the paradigm shift 
in  percept ions 

within Saban society 
throughout the dec-

ades since the de-

tection of the virus. 
Out of the whole 
Caribbean region 

only six posters 
were accepted for 
the conference. . Dr. 

Radix, succeeded to 
present a poster on 

her work in New 
York. St. Maarten’s 

(↑Photo of  Dr. Anita 
Radix and ASGS 
Programs Coordinator 
Teodor Stan during the 
poster presentations) 



The ASGS with the support of PAHO and the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) hosted 
a two-day intensive workshop, July 4th and 
5th at the Eugenius Johnson Center in Wind-
wardside. The event made possible through 
European Union funding for overseas territo-
ries was advertised by ASGS and the Saba 
chapter of the Chamber of Commerce (COC). It 
brought together a number of grassroots stake-
holders, from the public, private and non-profit 
sectors including labor union representatives, 
employees and employers. The workshop 
strengthened local capacity in developing 
workplace policies. Due to the complexity of 
the island’s status as a Dutch 
Caribbean Public Entity of The 
Netherlands and the lack of pre-
cise local knowledge on applicable 
Dutch labor regulations, the pol-
icy drafting process proved chal-
lenging but not overwhelming.   
The outcome was a fully-
developed “Saba HIV and AIDS 
Workplace Guiding Principles” 
document that would bring employment prac-
tices on the island in full compliance with ILO 
guidelines and recommendations. The grass-
roots drafted document is to be formally sub-
mitted to the Island Executive and eventually 
for Island Council review.  

Facilitated by ILO’s Madhuri Supersad and the 
ASGS programs coordinator the workshop 
commenced with opening remarks by Acting 
Governor Franklin Wilson, followed by the 
ASGS Foundation’s presentation of the Saba 
HIV/AIDS epidemic and response over the last 
two decades. Supersad extensively presented 
the comprehensive ILO framework for HIV 

Workplace Policy Development with relevant 
examples of implementation throughout the 
Caribbean. She covered in depth the ILO 
“Code of practice on HIV/AIDS and the 
World of Work” and the ILO 
“Recommendation No. 200 Concerning HIV 
and AIDS and the World of Work”.  
The presentations were followed by group 
discussions gouging a full-understanding of 
the issues raised and their applicability in 
the Saban context. Participants were briefed 
on all developed alternatives within the re-
gion including some of Saba’s neighboring 
islands. Prior to commencing the local policy 

development process, partici-
pants worked on drafting a spe-
cific model for small private 
businesses to be shared with 
the Saba COC, taking into ac-
count limited resources. A 
separate group looked into the 
possibility of developing a policy 
for public sector workers and 
existing labor agreements. Each 

group presentations built on available best-
practice models.  
During the second day, the workgroup was 
able to identify an appropriate course of ac-
tion that would allow the development of the 
guiding principles within Saba’s specific ad-

ministrative context. With an impressive 
drive, the workgroup expediently developed 
the exact structure and wording of the 
Saba’s document, synthesizing the best as-
pects of available Caribbean models into a 
comprehensive yet short and accessible 
document. 
 

Drafting of the Saba HIV and AIDS Drafting of the Saba HIV and AIDS   

Workplace Guiding PrinciplesWorkplace Guiding Principles  
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The ASGS joined the Saba Health Care Foundation and the Saba Lions 
Club in organizing a well-attended public health awareness event on pros-
tate diseases. Held on September 8th at the Sunny Valley Youth Center, it 
featured a presentation by urologist Dr. Jason Petronilia. Broadening its 
reach, the ASGS is interested in supporting such joint events that serve  
the general wellbeing of the community. 
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EC/OCT Annual Steering and Planning Committee meetingEC/OCT Annual Steering and Planning Committee meeting  
Dr. Gij Koot, Saba Public Health Department 
Head, Carl Buncamper Saba HIV/AIDS focal 
point and Teodor Stan ASGS Programs Co-
ordinator participated in a two day Euro-
pean Community/Overseas Caribbean Terri-
tories (EC/OCT) Steering Com-
mittee Meeting in Aruba on Sep-
tember 6th and 7th. The Euro-
pean Commission funded pro-
gram allows Dutch Caribbean ter-
ritories to coordinate their re-
sponse to the HIV epidemic.  
St. Maarten’s Prime Minister, the 
Honorable Sarah Wescot-Williams  is the 
territorial authorizing officer for the project 
and  chaired the steering meeting in Aruba. 
Saba’s HIV testing and even counseling ser-
vices are closely linked to those of St. 

Maarten. Dr. Richard Visser, 
Aruba’s Health Minister also 
joined the opening session and 
hosted a reception with the meet-
ing’s participants.  
The progress report 2010-2012 
outlining the key achievements 
and implementation challenges 
was presented followed by a  session focused 
on the regional initiative for the expansion 
and sustainability of HIV response was re-
ported. Dr. Noreen Jack presented on the 

“New initiatives in prevention, treatment and 
Care, followed by different country presenta-
tions. A third session focused on shaping a 
regional approach for health Information 
systems harmonization in the OCTs.  

The Steering Committee met dur-
ing the second day, with focal 
point delegates meeting sepa-
rately for a technical meeting and 
training on results based man-
agement. A separate meeting for 
community advocates discussed 
the establishment of e-counseling 

psychosocial support services for persons 
with HIV. Reunited in a plenary meeting 
Javier Vasquez, PAHO regional human 
rights law advisor presented on the issue of 
Health and Human Rights as a legal frame-

work for the regional response. 
As a result of the program Saba 
developed a comprehensive HIV 
monitoring and response capacity 
as well as a long-term strategy, 
headed towards a phase of in-
creased self-sustainability, inte-
grating the HIV response mecha-

nisms within the broader public health sys-
tem. Within the steering committee Saba 
was commended for their efforts and pro-
gress made in regards to sustainability. 


